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Analysis of the Basic Traits in the Handwriting 
of M.A.

Peter Marshall

Typewritten pages and letter, February 1955, purportedly a 
blind analysis of the handwriting of ‘M.A.’ (F. M. Alexander) by 
Peter Marshall. A copy of a letter by a pupil of Alexander, Hilda 
Jaffa, reproduced at the end, provides some of the context for 
this report.

Three words seem to stand out very much indeed when one first looks at 
this handwriting . . . firmness, resistance and endurance.

M. A. can be most determined in action and thought. Once an idea or 
plan is formed and an aim made, there is little in the world to stop this 
person from carrying them out to the end.

There is a resoluteness that is rather above the normal degree and to 
back up this determination, M.A. possesses an extremely stable mental 
sphere. The decisiveness in this mind is very nearly the complete master 
of this person’s whole personality. For a great amount of time in this 
writer’s life, there has been an aim towards self conquest and self control. 
The whole being and complete existence of M.A. has been influenced 
by one thing and that is action. All the time there is that feeling of drive 
and push. The tastes of this personality seem to lean towards the higher 
spheres and there seems to be some amount of aesthetic sense in the psy-
chological make-up.

This is the handwriting of an observant person one who is continually 
contemplating all around and of things not all around. M.A. has a liberal 
amount of that rather uncommon sense that one calls common-sense.

I feel that there is [a?] little forgetfulness over everyday things because 
of the concentration on other things relating to higher fields in our lives. 
This person’s mind is easily capable of being successful in the world of 
writing and publishing and I think there is a practical appreciation of 
some form of creative art.
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M. A. seems to think very quickly indeed . . . the thought process is 
usually sequential and seldom really disjointed. That there is an impulsive 
trend, it is easy to see, and there is a temper, a rather explosive one, once 
the gates are left open.

The emotional sphere in this personality is deep and even turbulent. 
The effort to control this is unusually large and strong. The graphic matu-
rity shows a richness of inner values above the average and there is strong 
indication that the person gets more enthusiastic over a subject as it is 
gone into . . . The attitude to others can be described as sociable and 
adaptable but not without criticism and penetrating observance.

This is not a person who locks themselves away from there [sic] envi-
ronment . . . there is an inner reserve and economy but there is contact 
with others and a successful reaction to the feelings and ideas of nearly 
all individuals. The warmth and very strong passion in the character of 
M. A. is outstanding and the expressiveness extreme. I somehow suspect 
manual dexterity as an addition to the practical ability in the list of traits.

Fundamentally there is tolerance and understanding of most people 
and this person comes into contact with many.

M. A. can be most frank indeed and at times a little undermining to 
those who are not ready to receive the critical opinions and ideas of the 
writer. I think that in this case one can call M. A. more co-operative than 
aggressive on most occasions.

There is a strong but elastic will-power combined with spontaneity and 
impulsiveness.

This handwriting shows that its owner will not give in easily, the will is 
too directional, the force too strong and form and the mind too alive to 
accept defeat.

If one is able to give credit to this character in a few words? Almost 
impossible, but in saying that M. A. is abnormally determined full of emo-
tion, purposeful and in possession of abnormal drive and vitality, one is 
not far from the truth.

What energy, what amazing energy M. A. possesses.

Sgd. Peter Marshall
111 Victoria Avenue, Wembley, Middx.
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As from 24 Great James Street, W.C.1.
February 20th 1955

Dear Mr Alexander,
Some time ago you very kindly sent me a sample of your handwriting. I 
sent a part of it to one of the members of our Society, and now I send 
you his analysis. Mr Marshall has not at present the smallest clue as to 
the writer.

I am hoping you will allow the Society* to publish eventually such parts 
of the three analyses as you may approve of, so as to put on record cor-
relations between the results of three different approaches. It seems to me 
that these results fully justify the Society’s studies and aims.

Mr Thorburn is still very anxious to meet you. His address is ‘St. 
Michael’s’, Upper Hartfield, Sussex, if you feel inclined to make some 
appointment with him.

I haven’t a copy of Mr Marshall’s analysis at present, but I will make 
one later on with your permission, if you will let me have the copy back.

I shall be ringing up when I get back to town, for some more lessons, 
and I must thank you for the introduction to Miss Hamper whom I found 
very interesting indeed.

Sincerely yours
[Signed]
Hilda Jaffa

It has not been possible to trace the copyright holders. Minor 
typographical errors have been corrected for this edition.

This edition © Mouritz. www.mouritz.org. 2017.

* Possibly the Society for the Study of Physiological Patterns. [Ed.]

Peter Marshall


